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attendance at a circus and amusement at the clowns cannot
be offered as the reason a child acts foolishly when he
grows up. One mother, who desired her child to be musical,
decided to study and listen to music during the prenatal
period. But instead of devoting herself to music, this mother
found her attention diverted to religious books.
"It didn't make any difference after all," the mother said
after the child had grown up, "for my daughter did turn
out to be musical, and she is not specially religious."
Birthmarks often suggest curious connections with some-
thing the mother has thought or done. There is no real
connection, however. It is simply an unusual coincidence
that a birthmark resembling a crab appears on a child whose
mother had been bitten or frightened by a crab at some
time during the prenatal period. To those who emotionally
participate in the incident, however, the coincidence fre-
quently seems like a causal relationship. Anatole France *
in Little Pierre makes the following entertaining comment:
Madame Morin informed the company that I had a red spot on
the left hip due to a longing for cherries which had come upon my
mother in Aunt Chausson's garden before I was born. Whereat old
Dr. Fournier, who had a great contempt for all such popular super-
stitions, remarked that it was lucky Madame Noziere had kept her
desires within such modest limits during the period of gestation,
since, if she had allowed herself to hanker after feathers, trinkets,
a cashmere shawl, a coach and four, a town house, a country mansion
and a park, there wouldn't have been skin enough on the whole of
my poor little body to hold the record of such inordinate ambitions.
Length of Prenatal Period.-^-Although nine months is
usually given as the duration of the prenatal period, the span
of prenatal life may, in extreme cases, vary as much as five
months. The Dionne quintuplets were born two months
too soon and kept alive by the prompt application of many
modern miracles of medicine. The shortest period at which
a baby may be delivered alive from the mother's body is
about 180 days; the longest period, about 330 days. Varia-
i Anatole France, Little Pierre, p. 12- New York: Dodd, Mead and Com-
pany, 1925. Quoted by permission of the publisher.